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P u r p o s e  S t a t e m e n t  

Franklin United Methodist Church is a fellowship of believers 
who Have come together as a family of faith.  Together we 
have established the following purpose, vision, and mission 
statement: 
 

Purpose:  “Willing and ready to follow and serve Jesus      
         Christ.” 
Vision:  “Franklin UMC shares God’s love, Christ’s  
                   sacrifice, and our faith for the salvation of the   
    world.”     
Mission:  “We believe in Jesus Christ whom we follow,   
    serve, and share.” 
 

Key Verse: 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only  
begotten son, that whoever believes in Him should not  
perish but have everlasting life.  For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world through Him might be saved.”  John 3:16 & 17 



 
 

Polly’s Pondering 

The breeze is blowing lightly through the prayer garden at the church.  I can hear the faint trickle of 

the water fountain.  A bird raises a tune in celebration of the day.  While somewhere in the distance 

I hear the cars going up and down 79; yet in this space even they seem to bring a rhythm of their 

own.  I find myself calmer and, more present in the moment.  It is peaceful here and, I am soothed 

by its harmony.   My eyes grow heavy like a child cradled in her father’s arms.  And for this moment 

all seems right with the world.  With words of thanksgiving emerging from the restful corners of my 

mind I rise and, head back to the place where work is waiting for me.  And I ponder: “ What makes a 

place feel so holy?”   

I mean, really, a few months ago this area was filled with used and, broken toilets, scraps of wood, 

discarded remnants of past work and, splashes of color giving hint to a brighter future.  But peace 

and, rest were not the emotions I discovered there in those days.  Instead there was a steady beat 

reminding me of tasks yet unfinished.  So, again, “What makes a place feel so holy?”   

 Maybe it is partly intent.  When we started looking at the space not for what it was but, for what 

it could become, the atmosphere changed.  So, our intent to make the space an open place for people 

to come sit and, pray even when the doors of the church were locked was the first step in the trans-

formation.  And I love the fact that the intent was not just selfish.  Yes, we wanted a prayer place for 

the members of the church, but we also wanted a place for those who were seeking the light of Christ 

in the dark.   

 Perhaps it is partly expectation.  The intent has been clearly expressed through the careful selec-

tion of items to fill the space.  There is moving water to remind us of the Living Water, Jesus Christ.  

There is a child there to remind us that we are all beloved children of God and, we are all invited to 

come and, spend time with Christ.  The area is filled with rocks of all sizes.  I can hear Peter’s words 

come to life: “He is a stone that makes men stumble and, a rock that makes them fall.” (1Peter 2:8).  

The benches themselves have their foundational strength on the rock. Reminding us, as (Matthew 

7:24-27) did, to be wise and, build our lives on the rock, Jesus Christ, who will be our firm founda-

tion even in the fiercest storms. (Matt 7:24-27).  And the Cross is there to remind us that Christ died 

for all sinners and, no fall is too great for Christ to reach us with God’s grace. (John 3:16 & 17).   But 

these very things that point us to Christ, also point us to an expectation that Christ can be experi-

enced in this place.  

 But ultimately intention and, expectation fall short if implementation does not occur.  That’s 

where you and I come into the picture.  Intention and expectation do not bring about Holiness with-

out implementation.  It is when we come to this place in agreement with the intention, aligned with 

the expectation and, willing to join Christ there, that the place truly becomes holy.  

 So now my mind is pondering: Where are the other places that intention and expectation are 

simply waiting for a willing Individual to meet God and, discover yet again another holy place.   

 

 



  

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

Men’s Day Breakers Reunion Group 
Thursdays @ 6:30 AM in Kitchen 

 

Women’s Rekindled Reunion Group 
Wednesdays @ 7:00 AM in Kitchen 

 

 Upcoming Spiritual Retreats 
 

Men’s Walk Weekend:  October 12-15 
Women’s Walk Weekend:  October 26-29 

 

If you are interested in deepening your walk with Christ by 
attending one of these special weekends (Thursday evening 

through Sunday afternoon), please feel free to contact  
Mary Kamas, Keith Kamas, Beth Vickers,  

Rex Vickers or any Emmaus Community member for more 
information. 

 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8TH @ 4:30 PM 
HICKS RANCH 

(HAMBURGERS PROVIDED) 

GUATEMALA DAY! 

 

Children and Youth of the Church are invited to travel around 
the world to Guatemala on Sunday, October 22nd! 

 

All year in Sunday School, our young people will learn about God and what 
it means to be a follower of Jesus.  We will provide opportunities to serve as 
disciples in the classroom, the local community and the world.   Each quar-
ter the children and youth will visit particular locations around the world to 
learn about the culture, the people, and how to be a part of God’s blessings 

in that area.  This quarter we visit Guatemala. 

 

Katie Kamas has recently returned from living in Guatemala and we are 
very excited that she will be here to share her experiences with us.  We will 
also have food, games, and arts & crafts!   So mark your calendars now for 
Sunday, October 22nd, beginning at 9:00am in the Education Building and 

plan to bring some friends... 



  

The Praying Piecer’s News 

The Praying Piecers will meet on October 9th 
and 23rd with a pot luck lunch.  Anyone inter-
ested in learning how to quilt is welcome, or if 
you just need a Monday morning away from all 
the hustle and bustle of home stop on by.  We 
love to see new faces.  
 
Happy Stitching, 
Donna Otto 

The Outreach-Mission Committee is 

partnering with the Children’s Ministry 

to fill and, sent Christmas Shoeboxes.  

The Christmas Shoeboxes is part of  

Operation Christmas Shoebox through 

Samaritan’s Purse.  We would like the 

church to help us collect items for the 

shoeboxes.  These would be small toys 

that would fit in a shoebox.  There will 

be list of idea gifts located at the table 

at the back of the sanctuary. 

Meetings: 

Afternoon Bible Study every Monday in the  

                               education building 1 PM-3 PM 

Preschool every Tuesday and Thursday  

                                                     7:30 AM-4:30 PM 

UMW - Wednesday, October 4 at 9 AM-12 PM  

Women’s Emmaus every Wednesday at 7 AM 

Men’s Emmaus every Thursday at 6:30 AM 

Quilters—will meet October 9, 23,  9 AM-12 PM 

MOPS meet October 2, 16 from 9AM-11AM 

Finance meeting in the conference room at  

    6 PM 

SPRC meeting in the conference room at  

    6:30 PM 

 

Music Notes: 
 

"To our Redeemer, God, wisdom and power  
belong, Immortal crown of majesty and everlast-
ing song."  The choir and the Sonshine Strummers 
have really been busy.  The choir will be singing 
more specials this fall and then we'll be learning 
songs for the Thanksgiving and Christmas  
season.  The ukulele band has been putting smiles 

on faces at nursing homes and retirement centers.  We are also 
starting a children's choir for kindergarten age on up.  Please call 
LeAnn Lennie for information about this.  Remember that we 
have empty chairs to fill in the choir and the Sonshine  
Strummers.  New people are always welcome.       

                                                                       
 "Sing"cerely,    

   Rhonda 
 

 

 



 

 

It is officially fall y’all! With this new season we get to enjoy pumpkin spice 

latte’s, scones and delicious scented candles! The leaves will begin to change col-

ors and fall to the earth. The weather changes and brings a much needed cool 

breeze. Fall festivals, homecoming and Friday night lights are upon us. We all 

know what the four seasons are but have you ever thought about  having four dif-

ferent spiritual seasons? Recently, the youth have been discussing each of our own 

spirituality. We have asked questions such as: How close are we to Christ? Do we 

know our purpose? How can we share God’s word? By answering these questions 

each of us were able to discover which spiritual season of life we are in. Knowing 

which spiritual season we are in helps us to understand God’s plan for us. We can 

feel safe and secure that He has us right where He wants us to be. The chart below 

is a great guide to understanding your own spiritual season. 

  
Youth News 

What Season Are 
You Living In? 

Spiritual Seasons of Life 





To keep the prayer list as up-to-date as possible, please contact the church office 

with any changes to the specific need for each one on the list.  

 

Tom Fuller - cancer (Beth Vicker’s brother)                      Ted Mikeska  

Countney Carver                                                                      Kaystal Shumaker  

Joyetta Misterek - Cancer                                                      Jim Hanks - Leukemia   

Archer Folterman - Leukemia                                 Joey Mickelwitz-Cancer 

Ronnie Hibler - Cancer 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric Michael  ( Air Force)  

Benjamin Standing (National Guard) PFC 

Joseph Pawley (Army, Afghanistan)  

          Lay Readers   

October 1 Kip Kissinger 

October 8 John Hicks 

October 15 Mickie Callaway 

October 22 Cynthie Hanks 

October 29 Sara Huggins

Ushers  

 Kevin Rawson 

And  

   Jerry Rawson 
   

1st Billy Davis 

 Andy Harris 

 Rachel Knight 

2nd Coleman McKinney 

4th Adrienne Bailey 

 Ryne McKinney 

6th Jacob Janacek 

 Preston Thompson 

8th Brandon Kellum 

11th Elijah Michael 

12th Teressa Callaway 

 Cindy Briggs 

13th David Homann 

 

 

 

16th Cindy Caubarreaux 

17th Laura Corn 

  Jo Callaway 

18th James E. Miller 

20th Pastor Polly Standing 

23rd Paul Schultz 

25th Lewis Conner 

27th Drew Reed 

28th Terri Homann 

29th Bowen Campbell  

 

October Birthday’s 

 Anniversaries 

4th Kevin & Christan Rawson 

12th Eugene & Tracy Schilhab 

15th Rex & Beth Vickers 

 

 

Average Attendance   87    

Offering Income for August   $18,162 

Memorial Income: 

  Houston Flood Victims $405 

  Food Pantry $-0- 

  Ethiopia Water Filters $140 

New Building Fund $4,625 

Tithes & Offering for last Month 



  

Reading for the Weekly Worship 

October 1 Exodus 17:1-7    Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 Philippians 2:1-13 Matthew 21:23-32 

October 8 Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20       Psalm 19 Philippians 3:4b-14 Matthew 21:33-46 

October 15 Exodus 32:1-14    Psalm 106:1-6, 19-23 Philippians 4:1-9 Matthew 22:1-14 

October 22 Exodus 33:12-23    Psalm 99 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Matthew 22:15-22 

October 29 Deuteronomy 34:1-12    Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 Matthew 22:24-46 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 
 

 

Lay Reader: 

Kip Kissinger 

2 
MOPS 9:30-11AM 

Afternoon Bible Study  

education building 1-3PM 

3 
Preschool 7:30-4:30 

4    7AM   

Women’s Emmaus 

UMW 9:30AM 

Ukulele 5-5:40PM 
Choir 5:45-6:20PM 
Youth 6-8PM 

5   6:30AM 

    Men’s Emmaus 
 

Preschool 7:30-4:30 

6   7 

8 
 Food Pantry 

 

Lay Reader: 

John Hicks 

9  Columbus Day 

 

Quilters 9-12Noon 

Afternoon Bible Study  

education building 1-3PM 

10 
Preschool 7:30-4:30 

11  7AM   

Women’s Emmaus 

 

Ukulele 5-5:40PM 
Choir 5:45-6:20PM 
Youth 6-8PM 

12  6:30AM 

    Men’s Emmaus 
 

Preschool 7:30-4:30 

13    14 

15 
Laity Sunday 

 

Lay Reader: 

Mickie Callaway 

16 

MOPS 9:30-11AM 

Afternoon Bible Study  

education building 1-3PM 

17 
Preschool 7:30-4:30 

18   7AM   

Women’s Emmaus 

 

Ukulele 5-5:40PM 
Choir 5:45-6:20PM 
Youth 6-8PM 

19   6:30AM 

    Men’s Emmaus 
 

Preschool 7:30-4:30 

20    21 

22 
 

 

 

Lay Reader: 

Cynthie Hanks 

23 

Quilters  9-12Noon 

Afternoon Bible Study  

education building 1-3PM 

24 
Preschool 7:30-4:30 

25   7AM   

Women’s Emmaus 

 

Ukulele 5-5:40PM 
Choir 5:45-6:20PM 
Youth 6-8PM 

26   6:30AM 

    Men’s Emmaus 
 

Preschool 7:30-4:30 

27   28 

29 
 

 

Lay Reader: 

Sara Huggins 

30 
Afternoon  Bible Study  

education building 1-3PM 

31 
Preschool 7:30-4:30 

   Ushers  
Jerry Rawson 

Kevin Rawson 

  

October 2017 


