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P u r p o s e  S t a t e m e n t 

Franklin United Methodist Church is a fellowship of believers who have 

come together as a family of faith.  Together we have established the 

following purpose, vision, and mission statement: 

 

Purpose:         

Willing and ready to follow and serve Jesus Christ. 

 

Vision:        

Franklin UMC shares Godôs love, Christôs sacrifice, and our faith for the 

salvation of the world. 

 

Mission:  

We believe in Jesus Christ whom we follow, serve, and share. 

 

Key Verse: 

ñFor God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, 

but that the world through Him might be saved.ò     John 3:16-17 



At the beginning of the services during the Advent season as we move closer and closer to Christmas worship, 

the children and youth will lead us in the tune ñLight One Candleò by Natalie Sleeth.  By now the tune will be 

familiar to most of you.  The tune is simple and catchy and repetitive.    

Light one candle for Hope, one bright candle for Hope, He brings Hope to every heart, He comes, He 
comes.  
 
Light one candle for Peace.  One bright Candle for peace, He bring Peace to every heart, He comes, 
He comes. 
 
Light one candle for joy.  One bright candle for joy every nation will find salvation in Bethleôem 
baby boy.  
 
Light one candle for Love.  One bright Candle for love.  He brings Love for every heart.  He comes, 
he comes.   
 

Yet in this simple song is the truth of Godôs great plan for us.  Salvation come to earth in a baby boy.  And for 

those of us who find belief in the saving work of Jesus on the cross, hope, peace, joy, and love abound.  Yes, 

the message of salvation is clear, but perhaps the songôs greatest work is harder to find.  It comes in the form of 

a command to light one candle.   

If you are like me, the childhood tune This Little Light of Mine, Iôm Gonna Let It Shineé.comes to mind.  

I was sitting in an African American Studies Class at the university.  I loved this literature class and found all 

the reading a pleasure not a chore.   And as you can imagine, I always had a thought or two to share about the 

text when I was asked.  Some of the text were songs ï like. ñLift Every Voice And Singò and ñWade In The 

Waterò.  The teacher asked me one day to sing ñThis Little Light Of Mineò and I agreed, so I sang it just like I 

had learned it back in Sunday School in my little Northern American Baptist Church in Liberty Missouri, 

complete with ñand if the devil doesnôt like it he can sit on a tackéò.  You should have seen her eyes.  ñThat is 

not the way the song goes.ò came the response from the class, as if in stereo.  After I assured them that I was 

indeed singing it as I had learned it, and they assured me that I was wrong, the teacher invited them to sing it 

for me.  Out of the students, both those who would share in class and those who never spoke a word, came the 

most soulful rendition of ñThis Little Light of Mineòé It was magical.  After class the teacher stopped me and 

said ñYou did that on purpose, didnôt you?ò  I assured her I did not.  Then she replied, ñYes, you did, you just 

wanted to get them to sing.ò   Really, I said, I sang it the way I had learned it.  They sang it like they intended 

to do it.   

That is the power of the song ï the command and the commitment to light our candles, for hope, peace, joy, 

love, and Christ.  The only question is whether we intend to simple sing it, or to sing it with the intent to do it.  

Maybe you will bring a meal to a sick friend.  Or babysit a child for a single parent.  Maybe you will purchase a 

gift for the less fortunate, or participate in the service projects of the Feast of Sharing.  Maybe you will add 

intentional pray for your neighborôs, or make phone calls to the lonely.  Maybe you will visit the nursing home, 

or make cookies for the EMS workers.  Whatever you do in love, will shine a little Christmas light on those 

who receive it, see it, and participate in it.   

Merry Christmas!   

tŀǎǘƻǊ tƻƭƭȅ 

POLLYõS PONDERING 



  

December Monthly Mission 
 

    Christmas 
    Angels 

  Christmas 
    Angels 
Every year the churches 
and businesses in the 
Franklin Community join 
together to provide 

Christmas Gifts for children in need in the 
Franklin ISD area. We consolidate our 
lists and divide them up...our church 
family will be providing presents for 24 
children this year. The wish lists for these 
children are available at the back of the 
church sanctuary or call the church office. 
Wrapped presents are due back by 
Sunday, December 15. If you would like 
to sign up to be a blessing to a child (or 
several children), please let us know. You 
can buy and wrap the gifts yourself or 
provide a monetary donation and others 
will shop for you! Gift instructions are 
on take-home slips by the signup lists. For 
more information call the church office or 
contact Beth Vickers at 979-255-1406 or 
rexandbeth@gmail.com. 
 

Suggested value of presents per child is $50-$75 and items 
purchased on Black Friday or on sale should be counted at their 
normal retail price. 

Holiday Feast of Sharing 
The Community Holiday Feast of Sharing will be on Saturday, December 7. The Franklin 
Community has a 20-year tradition of providing delicious Holiday meals for families and individuals 
that may not receive that meal any other way and that need a reminder that our community cares for 
them. Many churches in the community join together to make this event a reality and there are  
numerous ways for you, as a member of our church family, to participate in this event. The signup 
lists are at the back of the church sanctuary or call the church office to volunteer! 

 

Prep Work: the week before December 7. Our Church is in charge of saut®ing all onions and 
celery for the cornbread dressing. 

Kitchen Worker: 2 hour prep shift the morning of 12/7 at the Franklin Middle School 
Cafeteria. 

Bake Sheet Cakes: to be cut and delivered as part of the Holiday meal. We need 25 from our 
church! 

Clean-up Crew: Around 1:00 on 12/7 at the Middle School cafeteria. 
Delivery Driver: Deliver food on 12/7. Each year, we deliver nearly 1,000 meals! The more 
drivers we have, the lighter the load & more importantly, the more time you get to visit with 
those on your route! Often, the best part of the day is sharing His love with our neighbors! 
Meal pickup will start around 11am. 

 

To volunteer for any of the above needs, please contact the church office, Beth 
Vickers, rexandbeth@gmail.com, or Keith Zamzow, kw-zamzow@live.com  

 O
The Journey Sunday morning small 

group is beginning a new study on 

January 5th. 
 

If you arenôt already committed to a Sunday 

morning small group, come join us as we 

explore how to be set free to live fully as a 

child of God.  

 

Some of the topics weôll cover: 

§ the battle for our minds and how to win it 

§ who we are in Christ and how God wants us to live 

§ how to recognize spiritual conflict and take thoughts 

captive 

§ how to heal damaged emotions 

§ what it means to forgive from the heart 
 

We meet in the Activity Building kitchen 

at 9:00 am Sunday mornings. 

 

For more information contact Mary Kamas 979-777-1038 

mailto:rexandbeth@gmail.com
mailto:rexandbeth@gmail.com
mailto:kw-zamzow@live.com


  

PRAYING PIECERS NEWS 
 

7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ωÔÈ ÁÎÄ ςσÒÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÍÏÎÔÈȢ #ÏÍÅ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÃÔÉÖÉÔÙ "ÕÉÌÄÉÎÇ 
+ÉÔÃÈÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ωÁÍ - .ÏÏÎȢ 7Å ÅÎÊÏÙ ×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ 
ÓÅ×ÉÎÇȟ ÑÕÉÌÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔÓȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ 
×Å ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÊÏÙ Á ÐÏÔÌÕÃË ÍÅÁÌ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒȢ  
 

)Æ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÙÏÕÒ Ï×Î ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ÔÏ ×ÏÒË ÏÎȟ 
×ÅȭÄ ÂÅ ÈÁÐÐÙ ÔÏ ÌÅÔ ÙÏÕ ÈÅÌÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ 
ÏÕÔÒÅÁÃÈ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ  

 

aǳǎƛŎ bƻǘŜΥ 

/ƻƳŜΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǎƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΤ 
    ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǎƘƻǳǘ ŀƭƻǳŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǝƻƴΦ 

tǎŀƭƳ фрΥм 
  

¢ƘŜ /ƘƻƛǊΣ {ƻƴǎƘƛƴŜ {ǘǊǳƳƳŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƻǳǊ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘΣ 
ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ¦ƪǳƭŜƭŜ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ IƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ƧƻȅŦǳƭ ƴƻƛǎŜΗ 
¢ƘŜ {ƻƴǎƘƛƴŜ {ǘǊǳƳƳŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ hƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ с ŀǘ сΥолǇƳ ŀǘ 
/ǊŜǎǘǾƛŜǿ ƛƴ .Ǌȅŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ сΥллǇƳ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ 
5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ му ŀǘ tŀǊŎ ŀǘ ¢ǊŀŘƛǝƻƴǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƛƴ .ǊȅŀƴΦ 
 

aǊǎΦ hǧƻ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪ ƎƛƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦ƪǳƭŜƭŜ .ŀƴŘΣ 
ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳΣ ƳŀƪŜ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ǎƻƻƴΗ  

 

The FUMP CORNER  

Tis the season! For unto us a child is born 

Isaiah 9:6 

Practice makes perfect~well almost perfect. When 

you are leading a group of preschoolers, from 14 

months to 4 years of age, you get as close to 

perfection as you can. The Christmas Program 

practice is in full swing. The Angelôs halos are set 

straight, the Drummer Boyôs drums are getting 

polished, and the Reindeer are sharpening their 

antlers.  The Christmas Trees are decorated, and 

the Gold Star is shinning brightly. Everyone is ready 

to hear our preschool kiddos sing their hearts out. 

The program will be December 17 at 6:00pm. 
 

I want to thank you for your continued prayers and 

support. The preschool is a mission field as we 

minister to our children and their families. May you 

and your family find many blessings to celebrate 

during this joyous season. Merry Christmas!  

In Christ, 

Sherry Buchanan, Director FUMP  

 

Please join us for an 
Advent study  

 

The Case for Christmas. 
By Lee Strobel 

 

Every Sunday 
9:00amð10:00am 
In the Activity Building 

 

Questions? Contact Meghan Moran 
(979) 240-4195 or  

MeghanLMoran@yahoo.com 

The Season of Advent is 

upon us. What a joyful 

time for our Church 

family as we prepare for 

the arrival of the Christ 

Child. The Worship Committee has already been 

busy making plans for the Season. 

December 1 ï First Sunday of Advent.  The 

sanctuary will be decorated for the season. 

December 24 ï Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

at 6:00 p.m. 

As always, if you have any ideas or suggestions, or would 
like to participate or volunteer to help the Worship Com-
mittee with these special opportunities of worship, please 
contact the church office and we will be happy to have your 

input and participation.   

mailto:meganlmoran@yahoo.com


 

Prayer Committee  

Are your getting the 

weekly email of Prayer 

Request from Your 

Church Family? If you are not, please 

call the church office to confirm your 

email address. Also, always check the 

Prayer Request in this newsletter for 

others in need of prayer. 

Be joyful always; pray continually 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 

 

 
òGive thanks to the LORD, for He is good, His love endures forever.ó  

(2 Chronicles 16:34) 
 

This month we have many opportunities to demonstrate our gratitude to God for His eternal love shown through 
the gift of His Son. Just a couple of ministries  that our youth will be participating in are the Feast of Sharing 
(Dec. 7th) and the Cookie Walk (Dec. 14th). We will also celebrate Jesusõs birth at our Christmas party the 
evening of Dec. 14th at Julie Jarrellõs home. 

 

Wed. Dec. 4th: Baking cakes for the Feast of Sharing 
Sat. Dec. 14th, 8:45 am: serve as Mrs. Clausõ elves 
Wed. Dec. 18th: Mystery destination 
Wed. Dec. 25th: No FUMYF 
Wed. Jan. 1st: No FUMYF  
Jan. 8th @ 5:00 pm: 2020 Youth Council will meet. 
Feb.28 - Mar. 1, 2020: Ignite Youth Retreat (for 7th-12th graders) at Lakeview 

 

Thank you, faithful church family members who bring supper for our youth on the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Wednesdays 
each month! We so appreciate your loving offering! 
 

The following dates are available: 
Wed. Feb. 12, 2020 
Wed. Feb. 26, 2020  
 
Would you consider preparing a meal for us? The youth are not picky :-) and are very appreciative of the meals 
they receive. Please contact me if you can help on a monthly or occasional basis. 
 
In Christõs love, 
Mary 
 

Precious children of our church 
family! 

You are invited to a birthday 
party for Jesus. 

 
Sunday, Dec. 22 at 9:00 am in 
the Education Building 



 

Saturday, December 14   9am to Noon  
It's that time of year again...time to decide on which Cookies you will be baking for 
our 5th Annual Cookie Walk Fundraiser! All proceeds go to pay off the 
Building Note!  If you are new to FUMC you may be asking 

ñWhat is a Cookie Walk?ò 
Tables and tables of HOMEMADE COOKIES! Sold by the pound. Each 
customer is provided with a bakery box to walk around the tables choosing the 
cookies they wish to purchase. We weigh their box on the way out...itôs that 
simple. 
          What do we need from YOU? 

 
 

 
 
 

 
**COOKIES , COOKIES AND MORE COOKIES!!** 
We need many varieties of fresh-baked delicious cookies; good old-fashioned ones as well as fun new creations. 
Details: All must be Homemade Goodies. (Fudge and Candies are also welcome) Each family is asked to commit to making a MINIMUM of 5 pounds 
(which should be about equivalent to a double or triple batch, maybe 4-5 dozen). They should be fresh baked that week. Cookies can be made by people 
individually or some work in teams at the church. We really need medium or smaller size, attractive cookies that have a little weight to them. Larger ones are 
fine if they are specialty...we  often bag those individually or in small batches. Festive Christmas cookies are a big hit. We donôt need too many of the 
ordinary cookies (plain chocolate chip, etc) no matter how delicious, they donôt sell quite as well at these type of events, so although we still need them, we 
will limit the number of basic cookies. Please call the church or Beth Vickers (979-255-1406) to sign up and let us know what variety of cookies you are 
bringing (that way we donôt have too many of the same kind!). If you need help, we have a list of suggested recipes available (there are many wonderful 
Christmas cookie ideas on Pinterest under ñCookie Walkò.) We will need the cookies delivered to the church by Friday, December 13. 
 

**CHRISTMAS STORE ITEMS** 
We will once again have a fun Christmas Store. We need unique ñselectò items that can be bought for Christmas presents or used as decorations. 
Suggestions: Decorative gift baskets filled with goodies, homemade jams, specialty breads, fun or beautifully crafted items ...please call church office or 
Beth Vickers to let us know what you are planning to provide for our Christmas Store. 
 
�$�O�V�R�����L�I���\�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���K�H�O�S���D�V���D���K�R�V�W�H�V�V���R�Q���W�K�H���G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W�����S�O�H�D�V�H���O�H�W���X�V���N�Q�R�Z��  

In Memory of  

Bartie and Tom Adams  

By: E.W. and Bea Bridwell  

Ray Akins  

By: Virginia Akins  

Dona Harris  

By: Sebie Harris  

Jimmy Harris  

By: Andy and Jill Harris  

Robert and Anne Hovey  

By: Anne and Frank Perry  

Jimmy Huggins  

By: Scott Huggins Family  

Robert Allen Martinez  

By: The Smith Family  

Josh, Felicia, Jaycee and 

Jordy  
 

 

          In Honor of  

Thad and Dorthea Allen  

By: Deborah and Carty Hicks  

God for answered prayers  

By: Andy and Cathy Reed  

Grandchildren: Brandon, Ryna, Archer, 

Nate, Alexandra and Jackson  

By: Terri Foltermann  

Andy Harris Family  

By: Helen and Gary Shumaker  

Our Parents and Grandparents  

By: Todd, Julie, Drew and Will Neyland  

Our Parents and Grandparents  

By: Ken, Robbie, Lilly and Noah Reinhardt  

Marie Stem  

By: Monica and Greg Stem  

Kye Tonlon, U.S. Navy  

By: Jody E. Smith  

 

Mary Lou Miller  

By: Rhonda and James Miller  

Our Parents  

By: John and Mickie Callaway  

Haile and Gertrude Perry  

By: Anne and Frank Perry  

James Pye  

By: Rhonda and Jim Miller  

Tracy Stem  

By: Monica and Greg Stem  

Mary Jane Welty  

By: Julie Jarrell  

Charlie, Lou and Family  

By: Lou Whatley and the Girls  

Kenny and Ruth Wootton  

By: Betty Craig  

 

In Prayer for  

Ginger Mareth  

By: Molly Dean  

Poinsettias Donations 
(as of November 25, 2019) 

Please let the church 
office know of any name 

corrections as soon as 
possible. 


